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Thompson, Morton Not Stranger 
Scribner’s. Jan. 1954. 948p. $4.75. 

Just before his death, Morton Thompson explained that 
his second novel was born the thought that the 
doctor’s office can once leveller castes, 
source faith, and kind confessional which 
human beings bare their secret souls. From all walks 
life—wise and ignorant, crude and dignified, coward- 
and brave—they came the laboratory which 
worked; but stripped for examination, they were name- 
less equals. “And thought that each 
man could see himself thus, what is, how frai! is, 
how much waiting victim for chance and destiny and 
action thought his life, seeing himself naked, see- 
ing his fellows naked, must heavier with new mean- 
ing and lighter with realistic hope, and that would 
see all men saw all men that day, with pity and 
love and comprehension.” 


This the deeper significance Not Stranger. 
More superficially will satisfy many readers what 
the publisher calls it: “powerful story the making 
doctor.” That say, the book can read 
two levels, just the title from the Book Job can 
viewed two senses. Under one aspect the 
account young man’s fight for medical career and 
the preservation his professional ideals amid alien 
and hostile forces. Under another, the growth 
aman from callous selfishness into balanced humanity. 


Almost soon can walk, Lucas Marsh chases 
after the his home town, carrying their bags, 
marvelling their instruments, longing for the day 
when can cure the sick. Job, his materialistic father, 
looks askance anything but dollars made through 
business; but after some initial opposition, his mother, 
Emersonian transcendentalist, convinced that the 
inner voice has spoken him. She survives Job’s 
animality bed and the ravages cancer long enough 
assure Luke’s enrollment medical school. 


The five years study and interneship that follow 
prove both desperate struggle and bitter disillusion- 
ment. The struggle largely financial, aggravated 
Job’s bankruptcy and disappearance; partly, too, 
venereal, Luke yields repeatedly the allurements 
two promiscuous nurses. Marriage Kristina, head 
operating-room nurse, solves these difficulties and pro- 
vides income until ready for practice. She genu- 
inely loves him, but Luke for long while shows only 
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spasmodic tolerance for her Swedish ways and 
grateful respect for her helpfulness; his sense 
guilty dependence deepens, their life together fre- 
quently stormy. 


The disillusionment begins Luke finds his fellow 
students more interested medicine money-maker 
than healer whereas his mind deified and 
all-consuming its demands for complete dedication 
self the doctor. When later becomes assistant 
Dr. Runkieman small mining community, his 
eyes are opened ever wider the venalities his pro- 
fession. sees tobacco-chewing Dr. Snider the 
County Hespital hasten the death senile incurables; 
astounded the bungling and anti-Semitism 
his colleagues; fumes the failure medical socie- 
ties enforce rigid competence and ethics. The cases 
that come him, too, are often disheartening array, 
ranging from incest constitutional inadequacy 
chronic disposition doctoring that demands placebo 
treatment rather than frank honesty. times Luke 
slips into adulterous escape with Harriet Lang, whose 
artistic temperament briefly seems satisfying contrast 
his wife’s stolid nature. 


The renewal Luke’s faith, however, comes with dra- 
matic suddenness. with Kristina amid de- 
opportunities for Luke 
eventually sees her true quality. And facing death 
while lost hunting trip, recognizes himself 
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one the namelessly naked whom has imper- 
sonally ministered. This revaluation brings him back 
Kris, when rescued, with full appreciation 
her and their expected child. returns medicine 
then with new confidence its ideals despite the 
inevitable failings some its practitioners. 


Not Stranger somewhat reminiscent Arrow- 
smith, but more diffuse seeking greater variety 
effects than its prototype. Thus Thompson permits 
himself leisurely study Job and Ouida’s strange 
marriage, recurrent analysis Job’s selfish mania, 
series collateral episodes related medical school, 
and considerable sprinkling Luke’s extra-marital 
affairs. Dr. Marsh also not quite finely drawn, 
credibly detailed, for long time likeable Dr. 
Arrowsmith. Yet his associates and patients provide 
fascinating variety interesting personalities; his story 
crammed with medical detail and the local color 
hospital life; and there are many highly dramatic epi- 
sodes surgery, office, and patients’ homes. un- 
fortunate that these merits are accompanied dis- 
pensable incidents that limit the book mature readers. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—JANUARY 
SELECTION 


Cress Delahanty 
Harcourt, Jan. 1954. 311p. 


West, Jessamyn 
Drawings Joe Krush. 


75. 


Sixteen episodes the life Crescent Delahanty, 
daughter California citrus rancher, during her 
progress from her twelfth her sixteenth years. (Some 
these appeared earlier various magazines, the New 
Yorker included.) Sympathetically and humorously 
narrated, the stories are concerned with the growing 
pains sensitive, friendly, coltish youngster, eager 
know about life first-hand, determined command 
attention her high-school crowd but fearful being 
different any way that counted with them, appar- 
ently indifferent boys but actually conscious them 
every waking moment. 


Cress’ sound instincts caused her escape from the 
presence Bible-reading, sadistic parent one 
her schoolmates, whose house she had gone, out 
pity for lame duck, spend the night. And her 
essential simplicity and forthrightness made her the 
butt older, more sophisticated girls with whom, over 
her mother’s better judgment, she had gone house 
party. That same trusting simplicity kept her innocent 
the intrigue which her piano teacher was involved, 
but the experience being used blind left not 
bitterness but sympathetic understanding for the be- 
trayed husband. So, too, the infatuation Cress felt 
for seriously ill man, old enough her father, 
whose wife handled the situation skillfully that in- 
being hurt both Cress and the husband bene- 
fited. 


was Edwin, however, who called upon her latent 
maternal instinct, Edwin the gawky, inept, bespectacled 
and intelligent, whose teeth Cress broke when she was 
twelve, for whose sake she bought and wore mon- 


strosity red hat when she was thirteen, and whose 
advice she was glad she followed when she was sixteen, 


This tender, nostalgic book, rather more idealistic 
than otherwise, wise its understanding adolescence 
and shrewd its presentation youth-and-age rela- 
tionships. and pace change from serious 
ridiculous poignant, from static quickstep. While 
feminine readers will undoubtedly derive the greater 
entertainment from its perusal, has something tell 


fathers, too. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood Colloge, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Welty, Eudora The Ponder Heart 
Harcourt, Brace. Jan. 1954. 156p. $3.00. 

The December 1953, issue The New Yorker was 
devoted almost entirely the complete publication 
this short, expertly written novel which will, think, 
prove Eudora Welty one the finest fiction 
talents the United States today. genuinely 
comic and compassionate, and presents Uncle 
Daniel Ponder one the truly original creations 
modern American fiction. 


the little town Clay, Mississippi, the Ponders 
had been wealty family; fact Grandpa Ponder was 
still rich until died and left everything his baby, 
Daniel, who, course, was longer baby the 
time came into everything Grandpa had leave, 
including the Ponder place outside town. And that 
was after Grandpa Ponder had taken Uncle Daniel 
Jackson the automobile put him into the 
asylum, just teach him lesson, but “he was back 
home visiting more than ever was gone between 
times, and pop full stories.” 


Uncle Daniel was forty, however, before began 
think love. was first smitten then the County 
Fair with the daredevil lady motorcycle rider. But 
ended little ol’ Bonnie Dee, pretty 
young thing seventeen years from run-down poor 
family over Polk. Uncle Daniel doted her and 
was awfully proud how she could cut his hair. But 
one day, when there was heavy thunder and rain 
storm, Bonnie Dee died. And although everyone loved 
Uncle Daniel, the word somehow got around that 
Uncle Daniel had been responsible for Bonnie Dee’s 
demise. got the whole thing had come trial 
with DeYancey Clanahan defending him. The Court- 
house was packed; and the middle the trial Uncle 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 


Lord Vanity (IIb) Shellabarger Nov. 
Beyond This Place (Ila) Cronin Aug. 
Time and Time Again (Ila) Hilton Sept. 
The High and the Mighty (IIb) Gann May 
The Robe Douglas Oct., 1942 
The Lady Arlington Kane Oct. 
Battle Cry Uris May 
(Ila) Selinko Jan. 
Too Late the Phalarope (IIb) Paton Sept. 
The Female (IIb) Wellman Oct. 


Sheen Nov. 
Maurois Dec. 
Churchill Jan. 
Lindberg Sept. 
Holbrook Nov. 


Life Worth Living (Ila) 
Lélia 

Triumph and Tragedy (Ila) 
The Spirit St. Louis 
The Age the Moguls (1) 


Daniel gave all his money away, just threw away. 
had live the Beulah Hotel with Edna. 


But you will have let Edna Earle tell you all about 
herself. And there’s sense spoiling the 
story for you trying say all that happened. 


you have not met Eudora Welty before, this the 
best introduction superior writer our times. Joe 
Krush has supplied some line drawings which illumi- 
nate the text. season that has had little 
tion boast of, The Ponder Heart reason for re- 


joicing. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Hartog, Jan The Little Ark 


Harper. Jan. 1954. 213p. $2.75. 

Jan Hartog skilled literary journeyman. Being 
the most professional sense the word, 
observant enough realize the material for good 
story whenever finds himself interested. dis- 
played this gift his very successful The Distant Shore. 
Having been sailor and diver, wrote the sea. 
Still interested the sea, and, being Dutch, dis- 
cerned wealth material mined from the 
flooding his homeland just about year ago this 
time. The fierce gales which tore over the North Sea 
and hurled the mighty waters over the dikes excited 
his imagination and stirrd his compassion. person- 
alizing this story national disruption has succeeded 
two levels. 


telling the story this calamity has chosen two 
children, Jan Brink and his sister, Adinda, his 
central characters. They are aged ten and eleven. 
Through their vision and reactions has created 
framework reference from which does not de- 
part: although adults are involved the actions, all 
the events are seen obliquely the unseen narrator 
who perceives everything from the viewpoint youth. 
result that the whole event breathtaking ad- 
venture which happens reality. Their guardian, 
Mrs. Grijpma, dies; they are separated from their home 
which wrecked the flood; they see priest mur- 
dered insane farmer who has been frightened 
two callous American newspapermen; they share with 
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adults the experience surmounting adversity and 
emerging from richer human beings. (This 
where the second level success achieved: the adults 
emerge clearly unselfish and heroic humans who 
fight vicious weather, rambunctious nature, and petty 
bureaucracy win out against the terrible odds.) 


Despite the macabre theme, Hartog proves his 
talents never stopping indulge maudlin emo- 
tionalism. matter fact, anything, the charge 
might brought that treats his material too lightly. 
There are many instances when brings smile 
the lips reader because the insouciant dialogue 
which peppers the work. This skill dialogue stands 
out what must considered tour force: has 
told story which exudes charm (as befitting the 
reactions the immature children) yet which possesses 
strong undercurrent excitement and terror. 
heartily recommended one and all. 


John Coppinger, 
Operations Research Office, 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


The Fields Home 


Moody, Ralph 
Norton. Aug. 24, 1953. 


Illustrated Edward Shenton. 
335p. $3.50. 

This volume the third series stories based 
the author’s reminiscences his youth, the first two 
which were Little Britches and Man the Family. 
Here the scene shifts from Colorado Maine where 
Ralph, now going fifteen, sent his widowed 
mother help her father run the old family farm 
near Lisbon Falls. Ralph gets lift from the driver 
dumpcart (the year 1912), and receives de- 
pressing report about old Tom Gould, the grandfather 
seeking: “Hain’t meaner man a-living. Skin 
louse for hide and tallow. Work the hide off’n you. 
Feed you sowbelly and boiled potatoes. Run his 
own boys off afore they was growed.” 


Cantankerous was the word for Grandfather, and 
Millie Durkin the tightlipped housekeeper seemed 
have her enthusiasm for the new arrival under control. 
Old Grandfather (he had been born 1841 when his 
own father was his seventies) weighed about hun- 
dred pounds, and only came Ralph’s chin, but 
when angry his beard quivered with imposing authority, 
and his tongue would lash out that “tarnal fool 
boy.” Grandfather called him between 
storms, gritted his teeth and held long 
could, helping with the chores, the hayfield, with 
the beehives, and with the livestock, bringing under 
control the “yella colt” whose perpetual state rebel- 
lion resulted, did that successive hired hands, 
from the crossgrain Grandfather’s timber, Uncle 
Levi expressed it. 


After Grandfather had driven both Ralph and Millie 
herself off the farm, was Uncle Levi, who worked 
carpenter Boston, who tactfully contrived get 
them both back the farm and helped them (and the 
reader) get insight into Grandfather’s tortured 
disposition. For old Tom Gould had intense filial 
piety; his father had levelled the forest and planted 
the fields that area with axe and oxen, and had 
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taught his son the best way run farm those 
pioneering days. And now the son, with bitter, 
twisted loyalty saw with resentment the gradual dis- 
placement the hallowed methods taught him his 
father. spurned the corrupting influence labor- 
saving machinery (“tarnal contraptions” for folks too 
lazy day’s work for dollar); such devilish 
devices appeared him betrayal his father’s virile 
spirit. Besides, series disasters over the years—his 
contraction recurring malaria while fighting the 
Civil War, the early death his wife, the burning 
down half the old barn, the relentless burden 
working off the mortgage had been obliged con- 
tract—served complicate everything the lonely 
heart the old man until could not tolerate even 
his own company. 


The substance the story the long, hard struggle 
Grandfather had undergo before learned that 
couldn’t lick the world singlehanded, and the equally 
difficult struggle that Ralph, Millie and Uncle Levi had 
trying live with him while was undergoing it. 
the end the reader shares with Ralph growing respect 
for the uncompromising integrity his grandfather, 
and the genuinely heroic struggle made overcome 
himself. see his gnarled cantankerousness the 
stifled expression deeply loving nature, baffled and 
suffering. 


The author set himself difficult theme this story: 
the perennial theme immortalized vast scale 
Die Meistersinger and set forth here 
simple, homespun framework—the theme the new 
and the old, youth and age, the impact change 
tradition. Grandfather’s effort preserve the 
heritage self-reliance and loyalty handed down 
his father plays the role Hans Sachs treasuring 
the achievements the old mastersingers; Ralph, 
impatient with old-fogginess and urging his novel hay- 
fork and his homemade manure spreader Grand- 
father, have the young Walther von Stolzing trying 
get Sachs break through encrusted routines and 
bring new life the old art. 


Readers Mr. Moody’s previous books will find here 
the same ability tell story and keep moving; 
extract drama from the humdrum daily life; re- 
produce colloquial language with 
sion; and evoke emotion without stooping senti- 
mentality. highly recommend this book, and its 
predecessors, all classes readers. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 


Stuart, The Good Spirit Laurel Ridge 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 27, 1953. 261p. $3.50. 

Meet Theopolis (“Op” his friends) Akers, who, 
spite the manifestation what and others believe 
the “speret” Ted Newsome, 
himself the actual good spirit Laurel Ridge. “More 
than century ago, Laurel Ridge road was the main 
artery highway traffic from the county seat town 
Honeywell, directly south into Looten County.” But 
that was hundred years ago. Now the “forest had 
returned Laurel Ridge” and Akers’ log cabin, 
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with its arrangement strings tied from the 
eaves the sidewalls, which the winds played music 
like that the Aeolian harps, was the only living 
habitation left all that side the mountain. The 
land was deeded Snake Blue, stocky 
little man spite his name; but considered all 
could see his’n. had suffered from cata- 
racts and went blind; then came his daughter Lutie 
(Lucretia) back from Dayton, Ohio, where she had 
been taken child his wife’s kinfolk, and got him 
doctor and had the cataracts removed and was 
once again able see “eighty-percent good” out one 
eye, and that was all needed take deep-loving 
joy the land knew. 


Like many other books Jesse Stuart, this novel 
much hymn the beauties nature and hand- 
book nature lore the story people whom 
the author admires affectionately. The Good Spirit 
Laurel Ridge refreshingly good story, not goody- 
good; just good. fact resoundingly good story 
that will cherished any reader discrimination, 
any reader with atavistic love mountains and 
streams and air and trees and the things beauty 
round about those who take the time see 
them. 


The story not all-fired important that you have 
told now. There man who plays guitar and 
sings like full-throated bird, man who tall 
blond and good-hearted enough answer Akers’ 
memory Ted Newsome who died way back the 
First World War and was buried the abandoned 
cemetery down alongside the Ridge. Lutie said was 
too, one who came suddenly and disap- 
peared into thin air; but one who could bring her bou- 
quets wild-flowers and could eat the baskets 
cookin’ she sent him. Then there was the problem 
the mysterious stranger who was killing off the foxes 
and angering the fox-hunters. 


The “speret” was almost hanged tree irate fox- 
hunters and sheriff’s posse, spite Op’s interven- 
tion. And then, too, there are the adventures Alf 
and Julia, cousins Lutie’s who came down Laurel 
Ridge escape from the threat extermination 
A-bombs and learned their first lessons living moun- 
tain-life from Op. 


all redolent pine-resin and wood smells, 
clear sunshine and fragrant fog, Laurel Ridge itself. 
And know better remedy for the doldrums than 
take this book hand and savor it, page page. 
Let thank Mr. Stuart for adding good deal 
weight the hopeful side contemporary American 
literature. deserves mention, least, for Nobel 
Prize; and think give him, straightway, the Pulitzer 


Award. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Pettersson, Hans Westward with the Albatross 
Dutton. Dec. 30, 1953. 218p. $4.00. 


This the story, its leader, the Swedish Deep-Sea 
Expedition which for fifteen months during 1947 and 
1948 circumnavigated the globe, with two extra At- 
oceanographic research. The pri- 
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mary aims the voyagers the motor-sailer Albatross 
were the procuring specimens deep-sea life and 
the sampling ocean bottoms for geological study. 


the two activities, the latter probably less known 
the public. consists obtaining “cores” 
sixty feet length, taken from the ocean bottom 
depth many thousands feet. The cores, carefully 
preserved, present for analysis vertical section the 
earth under the sea and thus provide matter not only 
for the geologists but even for astronomers, the 
meteors which strike the ocean surface find undis- 
turbed resting place the bottom and the stratifica- 
tion deposits revealed the cores reveals in- 
formation the history the heavens. 


Not technical work, the story designed for the 
general reader. The episodes the voyage are nar- 
rated attract this reader’s attention. Unfortunately 
for that purpose, the voyage itself was very dull and the 
recitation persons met and luncheons eaten vari- 
ous ports around the world not likely stimulate the 
layman. Neither are the scientific aspects translated 
into language sufficiently vivid capture the reader’s 
imagination was done such work The Sea 


Around Us. 


The patient reader, this what wants, will find 
scattered throughout wealth factual and scientific 
detail linking oceanography dozen other apparently 
unrelated fields study. 


must regretted that least one place Dr. Pet- 
tersson overrode the boundaries his work furnish 
his reflections immortality. His ideal the philos- 
ophy “The Garden Proserpine,” and says, 
survival the memory posterity, such, accord- 
ing Science, the only immortality granted 
And does capitalize “Science.” 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Attwood, Adaline Treasure the Sun 
Houghton, Mifflin. Jan. 11, 1954. 218p. $3.00. 

her first novel, Treasure the Sun, Adaline Attwood 
does many things well and certainly one thing least 
perfectly. She does not overspin her yarn. All too 
many writers even twentieth novel-venture fail 
much. Yet, this fundamental and elemental 
all true art. lemon has just much juice. 


Treasure the Sun novel which really legend. 
fairy-tale for grown-ups, story the Holy Grail 
and Round Table tradition—but more earthy and laid 
the 16th century Peru with Pizarro and the Incas 
prancing the stage. 


The book the easiest reading and bears unmis- 
takable feminine touch. gentle. There not 
lot philosophy it—but what is, good. Religion 
plays small part these primitive lives but the inter- 
understands and speaks wisely. Description— 
ah! this seems the forte our novelist. Believe 
not but the reviewer traveled along with Tiente 
and Lloma hours end through the incredible light- 
some and darksome rocky chasms Hidden Treasure 
Land and finally when the insufferable Tiente clamored 


Attwood Farge 187 


for the way out—believe could not tell him for 
was lost with him! indeed descriptive writing 
high order. 


This book all likelihood will not rank the author’s 
best but will mark her real novelist first-rate 
ability. look for more from the pen this gifted 
lady, busy mother and full-time working woman. 


Adults will enjoy reading something that different 
and not waste their time. fanciful divertissement. 


Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York New York 


Farge, Christopher Beauty for Ashes 
Coward-McCann. Oct. 26, 1953. 428p. $4.00. 


Somewhat anomalously the publishers have taken pain 
assure that Christopher Farge’s latest work 
novel verse. Nonetheless, the present work ap- 
pears quite simply narrative poem. Indeed, the 
special qualities the work derive precisely from this 
fact. For the generalizing power verse, the univer- 
salizing objectivity the Greek chorus, the force 
type characterizations are all proper narrative and 
dramatic poetry rather than the novel. 


The lives Mr. Farge’s solid Rhode Islanders con- 
verge South County zoning board meeting, where 
the rezoning piece property discussed. Under 
and above their flat accents surges the tremendous 
counterpoint their subconscious urges. Rochester 
Mallin, novelist, convincing his Emersonian dis- 
dain, his dissatisfaction, his middle years, with his 
rather ordinary wife, with himself, even with his art. 
seeking recover his youth projected affair 
with Jennifer Messler, lovely young stepdaughter his 
friend Quintus Lamy. His the central problem 
the work, that loneliness, which has brought 
upon himself cutting himself off from all real re- 
sponsibility. garment you must wear: 
clothes you fully and intact from birth.”) 


Quintus Lamy, architect, good man, altruistic and 
liberal, tied ill and remarkably unsatifactory wife, 
drawn toward his stepdaughter, who frankly throw- 
ing herself him. The external conflict deals with 
minor conspiracy Hetty Browne and some other vil- 
lagers start large housing development. Things are 
left unsettled the end the zoning meeting, and the 
plot concerned partially with Mrs. Browne’s attempt 
blackmail Lamy. Out this situation grow several 
scenes not for the sensitive, for Jennifer’s loves are ex- 
tremely sensual and here perceptively but frankly de- 
scribed. 


All all, Beauty for Ashes good poem, compre- 
hensive and revealing narrative. times reaches 
fine poetic heights, but subtle though its characteriza- 
tion is, the book fails characterization and plot 
reach the best its kind; and certainly far from 
the fluidity, probing, and realization the essentially 
prose form the novel. 


Josephine Nicholls Hughes, Ph.D., 
Former Reference Librarian, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


=. 


» 
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Chase, James Hadley Bury Dead 
Dutton. Dutton Gilt Edged Mystery) Jan. 1954. 
220p. $2.50. 

Nick English, the hero this mystery, strong, silent 
man who became very wealthy promoting great 
variety successful businesses. possesses busi- 
ness group devoted retainers who seem feel 
close kin the Almighty and private life mis- 
tress, the beautiful Miss Julia Clair. Miss Clair’s main 
interest Mr. English obviously the things his money 
can buy her. 


The story opens with the death, apparently suicide, 
Nick’s ne’er-do-well brother Roy, followed the 
death Roy’s secretary, again apparently 
Soon after the secretary’s death the killer identified 
being man named Sherman whose income de- 
rived from blackmail. Roy had been his collector until 
Sherman discovered Roy and his secretary planned 
leave town together. Sherman cold, ruthless killer 
who discovers that one murder leads another and 
rapid succession does away with Roy’s wife, Nick’s 
lady friend and her lover (Nick’s general manager) and 
then attempts eliminate both Nick and his secretary. 
The climax, Nick trying save his secretary, brings the 
book flashing finish. 


Julia Clair and her love life, when touched upon, are 
dealt with definitely amoral fashion. This marks 
the only drawback otherwise well written story. 
Recommended for casual reading adults. 


Jeanne Marie Popecki, 


Washington, 


Siwek, Paul, S.J. The Riddle Konnersreuth 
Bruce. Dec. 17, 1953. 228p. $3.50. 


Father Paul Siwek, S.J., has been interested the case 
Theresa Neumann almost since the day that she 
began attract world-wide attention, and has lectured 
about her many places. His studies philosophy, 
psychology and theology served admirable prepa- 
ration for the present book, which appeared originally 
French and has now been translated the Capu- 
chin, Father Ignatius McCormick. But may con- 
sidered new and enlarged edition rather than mere 
translation, since the author corrected and revised the 
text, added number explanatory notes, discussed 
the new problems that have arisen, and answered some 
his critics. 


the opening pages gives brief account 
Theresa’s early years, her medical history which 
important, and the “signs and wonders” her life. 
the second and more important section first refutes 
those scientists who reject priori anything that 
miraculous and those Catholics who are too gullible 
these matters. then makes critical study her 
“healings, stigmatization, ecstasy, visions, gift tongues, 
prophecy and clairvoyance, and prolonged fasting.” 


The author does not devote much time character- 
study Theresa Neumann. aware her tem- 
peramental defects but regards her the whole 


SELLERs 


pious woman who not guilty any fraud deceit, 
His main concern with the extraordinary things that 
are associated with attributed her. Are they 
planation for all them? His fundamental principle 
is, “we should appeal supernatural cause only 
when the insufficiency natural causes 
proved.” After careful study all the evidence 
declares, “All the extraordinary phenomena seem 
amenable natural explanation, except Theresa’s 
continuous fasting, and this has never been proved 
factual.” 


detailed criticism this book would take more 
space than allotted us, but the following observa- 
tions should made. Father Siwek says that ecstasy 
and the stigmata are only natural phenomena, that 
ecstasy the cause necessary condition for the 
stigmata, and that the stigmata only granted per- 
sons weak morbid reply that 
God can also the cause ecstasy and the 
mata and that case they would have considered 
supernatural; again, does not logically follow that 
the stigmata necessarily dependent upon ecstasy 
even admit that both these phenomena always 
occur the same time; finally, the author 
then means that God selects only neurotic persons 
become stigmatists, the living images His Cruci- 


fied Son. 


Father Siwek declares that visions produce spiritual 
fruit then they must come from God some 
But once adds, “we not know what man- 
ner.” But the point that the visions come from 
God, then their initial cause must supernatural, and 
the means which God makes the vision known are 
only secondary importance. 


now commonly agreed that Theresa uses Aramaic 
words her vision the Passion. But Father Siwek 
believes that this fact can explained mental 
telepathy may due Dr. Wutz, noted expert 
the Semitic languages who has often visited her. 
But does not say whether not she began use 
Aramaic before after the visits Dr. Wutz. 


therefore think that the author’s conclusion should 
modified. There are some things the life 
Theresa Neumann which seem demand super- 
natural intervention the part God, and there are 
others which seem militate against least can 
easily explained without it. agree with him that 
Theresa should submit rigorous examination 
Catholic hospital order ascertain beyond all rea- 
sonable doubt whether her only nourishment Holy 
Communion. The previous test that was made her 
home many years ago was not entirely satisfactory. 
also hope that many people will read this book, for 
certainly the most scholarly and scientific one this 
subject the English language. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Immaculate Conception Church, 


New York, New York 
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